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The Big Question 
H

old up the Big Q
uestion sign for all the children to see,

 and say:The Big Q
uestion w

e are investigating today is 
Big Q

uestion N
um

ber 13: 

        W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
?

        and the A
nsw

er is: 
       It Is G

od’s Sustaining G
race!

M
eaning:

A
ll people enjoy m

any good things and suffer m
any bad 

or sad things in this w
orld. Enjoying good things or going 

through bad things m
ake som

e people turn aw
ay from

 G
od. 

They love the good things too m
uch or get m

ad at G
od for 

the bad things that happen. 

But that’s not w
hat happens w

ith G
od’s people. They have 

put their trust in Jesus. They w
ant to love G

od m
ost of all--

even m
ore than the good things they enjoy. They trust G

od 
and H

is good plans--even as they go through bad or sad 
things. 

W
hat m

akes the difference? It’s G
od and H

is sustaining grace! 
That is, H

is gifts of strength to help us keep on believing in 
H

im
 and living for H

im
. G

od w
ill alw

ays give H
is people w

hat 
they need! H

e w
ants them

 to depend on H
im

 and H
e loves 

for them
 to ask for H

is help. H
e w

ill never fail them
. G

od w
ill 

help you like this, too, if you turn aw
ay from

 your sins and 
put your trust in Jesus.

Let’s sing our Big Q
uestion Song: “                                               

  Big Q & A
 13 Song 

   
D

D
D

 ESV Songs 13, track 12
(adapted version of “This O

ld M
an”)

W
hy do G

od’s people keep 
believing in G

od?
A

nd w
hy do G

od’s people 
keep living for H

im
?

Because G
od sustains them

, 
yes, G

od alone,
That’s w

hy G
od’s people keep 

believing in G
od.

D
D

D
 13  Big Q

uestion Picture--Back
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D
D

D
 13 U

nit A
ll Bible Truths--Back

This Unit’s Bible Truths
“It Is G

od’s Sustaining G
race” is a good beginning, but there’s 

so m
ore to learn. So it’s tim

e for us to dig dow
n even deeper 

for m
ore answ

ers to our Big Q
uestion about G

od. W
e’re 

going to be learning SIX Bible truths that all tell us m
ore 

about G
od’s sustaining grace.

W
ho w

ould like to hand m
e the picture w

ith our six Bible 
truths on it? It’s in the Big Q

uestion Box/Briefcase.“  

Choose a child to get it and hand it to you, then hold it up and 
show

 them
 the pictures of the six truths they w

ill be learning. 

After everyone has had a good look say...

“O
k, w

e’ve learned three truths about how
 G

od sustains H
is 

people. They are: “G
od A

lone Sustains H
is People, ”G

od, the 
Father, Prom

ises to H
elp H

is People,” and, “Jesus Provides 
G

od’s People w
ith Everything They N

eed to Live for G
od.” 

(point to pictures as you identify each Bible Truth). N
ow

 let’s 
look at our Bible Truth Clue sign and see if w

e can figure out 
w

hich of these six truths w
e w

ill be learning about today. 
W

ho w
ould like to get it out of the Big Q

uestion Briefcase 
for m

e?”

Choose a child to open the briefcase, take out the Bible Truth 
Clue sign and hand it to you.
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D
D

D
 13, Bible Truth 4--Back

Revealing the Bible Truth 
W

e A
re Learning

H
old up the front side for the children to see. Cover up the 

answ
er, w

ritten along the bottom
, and say:

“W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
? 

It Is G
od’s Sustaining G

race!
The H

oly Spirit W
orks  ????  of G

od’s People!”

W
e’re m

issing one w
ord. H

ere’s the hint to w
hat the m

issing 
w

ord is. It says: “This w
ord is the opposite of “outside.”  It 

starts w
ith an “I” and it rhym

es w
ith “thin slide.”

Can you guess? It’s “IN
SID

E.”

So the Bible Truth w
e are learning today is:  

(uncover answ
er from

 bottom
 of sign, show

 it to them
 and say:)

“W
hy D

o G
od’s People Keep Believing in H

im
? 

It Is G
od’s Sustaining G

race!
The H

oly Spirit W
orks  IN

SID
E of G

od’s People!”

A
nd here is w

hat this Bible Truth m
eans:

(read the m
eaning off of the back of the sign, say:)

G
od created all people w

ith a special heart, deep inside of 
them

. It’s different from
 the heart in your body that pum

ps 
blood and you feel beating.  This special heart is invisible, 
but it’s the part of you that lives forever and can know

 G
od.  

In the Bible, this special heart is also called our spirit. 

The sad new
s is that the beautiful, special heart that G

od gave 
us is broken w

ith sin. Yes, w
e have all chosen to turn aw

ay 
from

 G
od and disobey H

im
. W

e deserve H
is punishm

ent, 
not H

is friendship. 

But there’s good new
s, too! G

od’s H
oly Spirit can w

ork in our 
heart and change it. H

e does this w
hen w

e listen to G
od’s 

W
ord and w

hen w
e pray. H

e can help us see our sins, turn 
aw

ay from
 them

, and trust in Jesus as our Savior. A
nd w

hen 
w

e do, H
e m

akes our heart clean and new
, able to know

 G
od 

and w
anting to love and serve H

im
. This is how

 w
e becom

e 
G

od’s people.

A
nd that’s just the beginning of w

hat the H
oly Spirit does 

inside us w
hen w

e becom
e G

od’s people. H
e goes on 

w
orking in our hearts, m

aking the m
ost am

azing changes. 
H

e helps us know
 G

od and w
ant to live for H

im
 m

ore and 
m

ore. H
e gives us w

isdom
 to understand G

od’s W
ord and 

boldness to tell others about H
im

. H
e helps us turn aw

ay 
from

 anger, jealousy, hatred and pride and replaces them
 

w
ith love, peace, patience, kindness, joy, goodness and self-

control in their place. 
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D
D

D
 13.4 Bible Verse Picture--Back

Bible Truth 4 Bible Verse
Rem

ove  the Bible Verse Picture from
 the “Bible” folder and hold it up for all the 

children to see, then say:

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 tells us: 

2 Corinthians 1:21-22, ESV
“A

nd it is G
od w

ho establishes us w
ith you in Christ, and has anointed us, 

and w
ho has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a 

guarantee.”  

Learn a Little: “G
od establishes us in Christ, and has given us his Spirit in 

our hearts.”

W
hat does that m

ean? 
G

od’s people keep on believing in G
od because G

od, H
im

self, establishes 
them

. That m
eans H

e m
akes sure they keep on standing firm

 in their trust in 
H

im
. Jesus is the Christ. H

e’s the special one sent by G
od to save sinners and 

m
ake them

 G
od’s people forever. It’s because of Jesus that G

od’s people stand 
firm

 in their faith. Jesus bought them
 w

ith H
is blood. H

e paid for them
 and 

ow
ns them

. They w
ill alw

ays stand firm
 in the faith because no one can ever 

take them
 aw

ay from
 H

im
. They w

ill be G
od’s dearly-loved people forever. 

A
nd as H

is people, forgiven through Jesus, G
od gives them

 another, m
ost 

w
onderful gift:  H

e puts H
is H

oly Spirit in their hearts. The H
oly Spirit rem

inds 
them

 that they are G
od’s dearly loved people. H

e helps them
 rem

em
ber the 

truths of G
od’s W

ord and believe them
. H

e helps them
 be strong and brave 

in Jesus.  H
e rem

inds them
 that they belong to G

od and one day w
ill go 

to live w
ith H

im
 forever. G

od’s people never have to go through anything 
alone. G

od’s H
oly Spirit is alw

ays w
ith them

, living inside of them
. A

nd H
e 

w
ill go on living inside them

 their w
hole lives. W

e can becom
e G

od’s people, 
too, w

hen w
e turn aw

ay from
 our sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. W

hy 
do G

od’s people keep on believing in G
od and living in H

im
? It is because 

of G
od’s grace, H

is sustaining grace. G
od gives H

is people everything they 
need to keep on believing in H

im
 and living for H

im
 their w

hole lives. O
ne of 

the m
ost am

azing w
ays H

e helps them
 is by putting H

is very ow
n H

oly Spirit 
in their heart.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. Let’s see w

hat 
D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. W

ould som
eone like to get it 

out for m
e?”

“W
e’ve said our Bible verse, now

 let’s sing it!” 

It Is God W
ho Establishes Us 

w
ith You:

2 Corinthians 1:21-22
D

D
D

 ESV Songs 13, track 27

It is G
od w

ho establishes us w
ith you in Christ, 

It is G
od w

ho establishes us w
ith you in Christ, 

H
as anointed us, also put his seal on us,

A
nd given us, given us, 

H
is Spirit in our hearts. (Sing it again! Faster!)

It is G
od w

ho establishes us w
ith you in Christ, 

It is G
od w

ho establishes us w
ith you in Christ, 

H
as anointed us, also put his seal on us,

A
nd given us, given us, 

H
is Spirit in our hearts.

Second Corinthians O
ne, tw

enty-one and tw
o.

“N
ow

 it’s tim
e to do a bit m

ore deep dow
n investigating. 

Let’s see w
hat D

etective D
an w

ants us to help him
 figure out. 

W
ould som

eone like to get it out for m
e?”
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Detective Dan’s 
Listening A

ssignm
ent #1

Hi, Deep Dow
n Detectives!

I‘m
 w

orking on a brand-new
 case called: 

“The Case of the Foolish Forgetters.” 

I need to find out:
Foolish m

eans doing som
ething w

ithout thinking it 
through w

ell... and som
ething bad happens.

1. W
ho w

as foolish? W
hat w

ere they doing w
ithout 

thinking it through w
ell? 

A
ND 

2. W
hat did they forget?

 Can you help m
e? Listen carefully to the story and 

you m
ight just hear the answ

ers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “O
k, D

eep D
ow

n D
etectives! Put on your best listening ears and 

see if you can hear the answ
ers to D

etective D
an’s questions. W

hen I finish 
telling the story, w

e w
ill see if w

e can answ
er all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. 
At the end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answ

ering 
them

. Present the gospel and close in prayer. 

*A
nsw

ers to assignm
ent questions, the gospel and AC

TS prayer are also 
included at the end of the story text.*
 A

nsw
ers:

Foolish m
eans doing som

ething w
ithout thinking it through w

ell... and 
som

ething bad happens.
1. W

ho w
as foolish? W

hat w
ere they doing w

ithout thinking it through 
w

ell? The new
 believers in the church in G

alatia. They w
ere obeying new

, 
bad teachers w

ho w
eren’t teaching them

 the good new
s of Jesus.

2. W
hat did they forget? They forgot that only by trusting in Jesus could 

they please G
od. They forgot that only by the H

oly Spirit living in their hearts 
did they love G

od and live for H
im

.

For You and M
e:

Like the people of G
alatia, w

e need G
od’s help if w

e are to live for H
im

.  W
e 

can never do this on our ow
n. But the good new

s is that w
e don’t have to!  

G
od prom

ises to forgive all w
ho turn aw

ay from
 their sins and trust in Jesus 

as their Savior. H
e prom

ises to give the H
oly Spirit to them

. H
e w

ill live in 
their hearts and help them

 live for G
od.  A

sk G
od to help you do this!  H

e 
loves to answ

er this prayer!

D
D

D
 13.4 Lesson 1  Listening A

ssignm
ent 
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Detective Dan’s 
Listening A

ssignm
ent #2

Hi, Deep Dow
n Detectives!

I‘m
 still w

orking on the case called: 
“The Case of the Foolish Forgetters.” 

Our Bible Verse is 2 Corinthians 1:21-22, ESV
:

“A
nd it is God w

ho establishes us w
ith you in Christ, and 

has anointed us, and w
ho has also put his seal on us and 

given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.”  

I need to find out:
1. W

ho did the Galatians forget to depend on to help them
 

live for God?
A

ND 
2. W

ho did they need to have live in their hearts and help 
them

 live for God?

Can you help m
e? Listen carefully to the story and you 

m
ight just hear the answ

ers! Thanks for your help!

Detective Dan

Then say, “O
k, D

eep D
ow

n D
etectives! Put on your best listening ears and 

see if you can hear the answ
ers to D

etective D
an’s questions. W

hen I finish 
telling the story, w

e w
ill see if w

e can answ
er all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it. At the 
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answ

ering them
. 

Present the gospel and close in prayer.
* A

nsw
ers to assignm

ent questions, the gospel and AC
TS prayer are also included at the end 

of the story text.*

 A
nsw

ers: 
O

ur Bible Verse is: 2 Corinthians 1:21-22, ESV:
“A

nd it is G
od w

ho establishes us w
ith you in Christ, and has anointed us, 

and w
ho has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a 

guarantee.” 
 1. W

ho did the G
alatians forget to depend on to help them

 live for G
od? 

They forgot to depend on G
od and the good gifts of salvation and life that 

H
e gives them

 through Jesus.
2. W

ho did they need to have live in their hearts and help them
 live for 

G
od? The H

oly Spirit.

For You and M
e:

Like the people of G
alatia, w

e need G
od’s help if w

e are to live for H
im

.  W
e 

can never do this on our ow
n. But the good new

s is that w
e don’t have to!  

G
od prom

ises to forgive all w
ho turn aw

ay from
 their sins and trust in Jesus 

as their Savior. H
e prom

ises to give the H
oly Spirit to them

. H
e w

ill live in 
their hearts and help them

 live for G
od.  A

sk G
od to help you do this!  H

e 
loves to answ

er this prayer!

D
D

D
 13.4 Lesson 2  Listening A

ssignm
ent 
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Detective Dan’s 
Listening A

ssignm
ent #3

Hi, Deep Dow
n Detectives!

I‘m
 still w

orking on the case called: 
“The Case of the Foolish Forgetters.” 

I found SIX clues, but TW
O of them

 are NOT in the story.
They are: God’s law

s, a beach ball, a Jew
, a Gentile, a 

hot dog, and the Holy Spirit in a heart.

H
old up each of the six pictures for the children to see as you identify 

them
. Better yet, put them

 up on your flannelgraph board, off to one 
side.

I need to know
:

1. W
hich FOUR pictures belong in the story and w

hich 
TW

O do NOT? 
2. W

hat did the Galatian believers need to confess to 
God? W

ho did they need to turn back to depending 
upon?

Can you help m
e? Listen carefully to the story and 

you m
ight just hear the answ

ers!

Thanks!
Detective Dan

Then say, “O
k, D

eep D
ow

n D
etectives! Put on your best listening ears and 

see if you can hear the answ
ers to D

etective D
an’s questions. W

hen I finish 
telling the story, w

e w
ill see if w

e can answ
er all of his questions.”

Read the Bible Truth story, putting up the storyboard pictures as you tell it.  At the 
end of the story, repeat the questions and lead the children in answ

ering them
. 

Present the gospel and close in prayer.
*A

nsw
ers to assignm

ent questions, the gospel and AC
TS prayer are also 

included at the end of the story text.*
 A

nsw
ers:

O
ur six clues w

ere: G
od’s law

s, a beach ball, a Jew
, a G

entile, a hot dog, 
and the H

oly Spirit in a heart. 

1. W
hich four belong in our story? 

G
od’s law

s, the Jew
, the G

entile, and the H
oly Spirit in a heart belong. The 

beach ball and the hot dog do not.
2. W

hat did the G
alatian believers need to confess to G

od? W
ho did they 

need to turn back to depending upon? That they had turned aw
ay from

 
trusting in Jesus to m

ake them
 right w

ith G
od, and in the H

oly Spirit to help 
them

 love G
od and live for H

im
. Instead, they w

ere depending on them
selves 

and trying to obey G
od’s law

s. They needed to turn back to depending upon 
Jesus and the w

ork of the H
oly Spirit in their hearts.

For You and M
e:

Like the believers in G
alatia, w

e, too, need to put our trust in Jesus. H
e alone 

can save us. A
nd H

is H
oly Spirit living in our hearts is the only O

ne w
ho can 

help us truly live for G
od. W

e can ask G
od to help us to turn aw

ay from
 our 

sins and trust in Jesus as our Savior. W
e can ask H

im
 to put H

is H
oly Spirit in 

our hearts and help us live for G
od.

D
D

D
 13.4 Lesson 3  Listening A

ssignm
ent 
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God’s Law
s

A
 Beach Ball

DDD 13.4 Lesson 3  Listening Assignment Clue Pictures, 1 and 2
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A
 Jew

A
 Gentile

DDD 13.4 Lesson 3  Listening Assignment Clue Pictures, 3 and 4 



268

D
D

D
 1

3.
4 

 L
es

so
n 

3 
 L

is
te

ni
ng

 A
ss

ig
nm

en
t C

lu
e 

Pi
ct

ur
e 

4 
fo

r k
id

s
D

D
D

 1
3.

4 
 L

es
so

n 
3 

 L
is

te
ni

ng
 A

ss
ig

nm
en

t C
lu

e 
Pi

ct
ur

e3
 fo

r k
id

s

?
Bi

g 
Q

ue
st

io
n 

Br
ie

fc
as

e
? of

 B
Q

B

ta
ke

 o
ut

?
Bi

g 
Q

ue
st

io
n 

Br
ie

fc
as

e
? of

 B
Q

B

ta
ke

 o
ut

Pl
ac

e 
in

D
D

D
“B

ib
le

”
#5

C

VI
SU

AL
 

AI
D

Pl
ac

e 
in

D
D

D
“B

ib
le

”
#5

C

VI
SU

AL
 

AI
D



269

A
 Hot Dog

The Holy Spirit in a Heart

DDD 13.14 Lesson 3  Listening Assignment Clue Pictures, 5 and 6
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